
International Credit 
Evaluation

Using Apples To Make Orange Juice



Questions 
to Ask 
About the 
Apples

Is this an official transcript?

Is this school accredited? (i.e. Can we accept the 
credit from this school?)

How many semester hours are these classes worth?

How do you convert grades?

How do you convert credentials?

How do the classes fit into your curriculum?



Is this an 
official 
transcript?

• How was it received?
• In person
• By snail mail
• By email – who sent 

it?
• Third party 

eTranscript Service
• What is your 

institution’s policy?

• Authentic vs 
Fraudulent

• Does the 
information match 
for the student’s 
name, birthdate, 
etc.?

• Does the 
information match 
for the school’s 
name, address, 
website, etc.?



UCO’s 
Exceptions

The school only ever issues one copy for the 
student.

The school is no longer in existence and/or the 
student’s records are no longer available.

Natural disaster or armed conflict in the 
school’s region impedes the student from 
obtaining another transcript.

We must see the official transcript, but that 
official can be returned to the student.



Why we request a transcript in original 
language even when we don’t understand it -



Google Translate is your friend!
• It isn’t perfect but it is so much better than 

nothing.
• The app on your phone allows you to take a 

picture of the text.



Is this school 
accredited?

• AACRAO Edge https://www.aacrao.org/edge
Subscription fee: $600 per year for members, 
$825 for non-members
You can share with other departments to split 
the cost. You get 10 user log-ins.

• World Higher Education Database 
https://whed.net/home.php

Free!
Not a comprehensive list, but if the school 
is on the list, it is accredited.

• Ministry of Education website for the country
• Reverse Wikipedia

https://www.aacrao.org/edge
https://whed.net/home.php


How many 
credit hours 
are these 
classes 
worth?



U.S. Credit Hour Equivalencies Source: The AACRAO 
International Guide 
©2010, page 97



Marks Based System
• Relative weight of the subject in the overall 

period of study.

• 3 years of credit = 1400 credits = 90 semester 
hours

• 90 divided by 1400 = 0.0643 (conversion factor)

• 100 x 0.0643 = 6.43

• Round down to 6 = 24 hours for the first year, 30 
hours for the second year, and 30 hours for the 
third year

• 60 = 3.858 and 40 = 2.572

• What do we do now?

• We chose to round one up and one down. Use 
your best judgement.

• Alternate choice: 100 = 6.5 semester hours; you 
end up with 26 hours for the first year and 32.5 
for the second and third years, with a total of 94 
semester hours/



No hours!

• The classes 
appear to be 
weighted equally.

• Remember 1 year 
is about 30 hours.

• 5 to 6 classes per 
year.

• We chose 3 hours 
per class.

• We love multiples 
of 3!



ECTS – European Credit Transfer System

1 ECTS = ½ 
semester hour



How do you 
convert grades?



Indigenous Grade 
Percentage

Indigenous Grade 
Classification

Suggested U.S.
Equivalence

60 — 100% First Division A

45 — 59% Second Division B

33 — 44% Third Division C

0 — 32% Fail F

•Marks of 75% and above earn the mark of "Distinction".
•Bachelor of Medicine, Master of Philosophy, and PhD programs are graded with 
Pass/Fail marks.

Nepal Post-Secondary Education Grading Scale

Source: www.aacrao.org/edge

21 is what percent of 60? Is/Of = %/100
21/60 = .35           .35x100= 35 = C
28/40 = .70           .70x100 = 70 = A

http://www.aacrao.org/edge


English Grade 
Descriptor

Indigenous Letter 
Grade

Indigenous Grade 
Points

Suggested U.S.
Equivalence

Excellent AA 4.0 A

Good-Excellent BA 3.5 B+

Good BB 3.0 B

Good-Satisfactory CB 2.5 C+

Satisfactory CC 2.0 C

Satisfactory-Low Pass DC 1.5 D+

Low Pass DD 1.0 D

Fail FF 0.0 F

Country: Turkey, Source: AACRAO Edge



How do you 
convert 

credentials?



AACRAO EDGE 
is your BFF!

• https://www.aacrao.org/edge/
country/credentials/credential/ni
geria/bachelor's-degree
• Beware that same words do 
not always mean the same thing. 
Always check.
• Bachelor’s degree in Nigeria 
almost always a US bachelor’s 
degree. Not so with bachelor’s 
degrees in India.
• China – Graduation Certificate 
vs. Degree Certificate

https://www.aacrao.org/edge/country/credentials/credential/nigeria/bachelor's-degree
https://www.aacrao.org/edge/country/credentials/credential/nigeria/bachelor's-degree
https://www.aacrao.org/edge/country/credentials/credential/nigeria/bachelor's-degree


https://www.ece.org/ECE/Credential-Evaluations/US-Institutions/Services-and-Fees



How do the classes fit into your 
curriculum?



Lower and 
Upper 
Division 

• If you’re lucky, they use numbers similar to 
U.S. schools – and for the most part, can be 
trusted.

• Educated guessing
• Where does the class appear in the timeline 

of learning?
• First two years = lower division
• Last two years = upper division



Ask An 
Expert!

• Faculty!
• Depending on your school’s policies, it 

may be the person who teaches the class 
or the chairperson of the department or 
the dean of the college/school.

• They love textbooks and timelines!
• The concept of a syllabus isn’t global. 

Course descriptions are more common. 
Ask for a detailed course description that 
includes textbooks.



One final question: what did I do to deserve this?





Look for 
other clues:

• Dates of attendance – how many semesters did 
the student complete?

• How many classes per semester did the student 
take?

• Is there a non-transcript way of determining the 
exact dates? Sometimes course descriptions will 
state when the student takes the class.

• Divide as best you can 
• Upper vs. Lower Division should even out in the 

end



And now you have orange juice!

• Pamela Magee, Technical Specialist, 
Articulation of Credit & Degree 
Certification, University of Central 
Oklahoma, pmagee1@uco.edu

mailto:pmagee1@uco.edu
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